ICT ACTIVITY 9 Year Group: Year 4 cl|F
Using the NHM web site as a resource | Resources
t0 SuppOl‘t the CO”CCUO" and (]n(]’yS]s Of Web site: http://www.nhm.ac.uk/woodlice/taking_part.html

} 3 ) Also used to support science topic: http://www.naturegrid.org.uk
mformaﬂon about lUOOd“CC‘ Database software — Information Workshop and AppleWorks database.

Branch diagram databases (Primary Toolkit, 2simple software) linked with Year 4
ICT QCA unit 4C Branching databases, supporting science and classification,
Word processing (Word)

Science ICT

Context (Pupils’ prior experience)

Most of the pupils in this class have used the Internet for the purpose of locating information for research
purposes and have mainly used the search engines Yahooligans and Google (advanced safe search only).
They have used a range of web sites that are interactive to support learning across the curriculum, but have
not had the experience of entering data that they have collected themselves. In this project, their data will be
added to existing information already stored on this web site, which has been constructed in order to carry out
a national scientific survey. These children have experienced constructing a database and interrogating data.
Science experience prior to starting the project: Identifying different habitats; locating animals in those
habitats; making predictions of which animals could be found in a habitat; observing conditions and recording
animals found; grouping organisms according to observable features; using keys to identify animals, which
included using a branching database.

Task Description

In this project, data the children have collected will be added to existing data already stored on this web site, which
has been constructed in order to carry out a national scientific survey to identify the different species of woodlice to
be found across the country in different habitats. The task requires that children find woodlice in different habitats,
identify which species of woodlouse they have found using a flow diagram classification chart (yes/no questions)
and enter their findings with other information requested onto the Walking with Woodlice web site.

Learning Intentions

ICT Level
Science: Knowledge and Understanding ICT: Skills, Knowledge and Understanding KS1 KS2 Ks3
Pupils respond to suggestions about how to find  Pupils use ICT to organise and classify w1l 213 45
things out and, with help, make own sugges- information and present their findings.
tions about how to collect data to answer
questions. They sort out living things into
groups using simple features.
Pupils respond to suggestions and put forward Pupils use ICT to save information and to find
their own ideas about how to find the answerto  and use appropriate stored information, 12 314 506
a question. They identify ways in which an following straightforward lines of enquiry. They
animal is suited to its environment. use ICT to generate, develop, organise and

present their work.

Science POS: SC1 - 2a, 2b, 2c, 2h ICT POS related to task: 1a, 1b, 1c, 2a.
SC2 - 4a, 4b, 5b

Teaching Approach
Whole class introductions and demonstrations. Mixed ability pairs supporting each other. Plenaries to share
good examples.

Links with other curriculum areas

Science: Habitats

Mathematics: Data handling, interpreting graphs and figures

English: Non-fiction — using information texts, locating information using web sites and information writing.

Subject Learning Gains (Science)
The activity provided a context for pupils to engage in a science investigation and develop their research
skills. It also gave them an opportunity to consolidate previous work on classification.

- ______________________________________________________________________________________________
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' Teacher;’
Pupils’ Evaluation Evaluation

What were the aims of the project?

To enable Pupils to use an interactive web site in order to enter data they had coiieclgdmsd(baccurateiy.
Touse ICT to Support thejr learning in science — support thejr Classification skils,

Pupils to share, exchange ang combine information with another school,

Why did You embark on the project?
To gain experience in Collaborating it another teacher to achieve the ajms of this project.

Who was involved in the project?
2X Year 4 Class teachers

How was the project set up?

The project was Set up with the Support of the |CT team at the PpC jy May 2002,

At this meeting our focys Was on looking at oyr future planning in the Summer term ang finding a projec
would meet the Needs of both Year 4 classes. We were both Covering a science topic related to [ife and
Processes ‘Habjtats’ and were poth aware of the Natyra) History interactiye web site which inclatiéag '\
with woodlice” Wwhich we 3 reed to use gs jt linked wel| with the science topic we were about ti\ieadtp
discussed the Possibility of the children Producing 4 database with information about the animals they hgd
Studied and then exchanging this information between the two schools,

What were the issues?
Not enough time together initially when We set the project Up - we were most focused on what we wouldfdo fang
did not discyss the software we Wwould use fufly enob.also dign't take account of the fact that both

schools useq different datahandiing Software,

The timing of the Project itself - oy coming together until May meant that inevitably choices were limitecfas
only the summer term was available ang by this time work had been fully piaTmieqixroiect became more 0|
an add-on to oy future planning rather than an integral part of the project as 5 whole thys requiring extr tinfe
within an already busy timetaple.

s 5

Where do You plan to take the project next?
l'am interesteq jn following through the 1cT aspect of this work and | am currently communicating with 4
teacher who works in Essex in g more rura environment,

What have Yyou learned through your involvement in the project?
ICT in this project Supported the learning of the pupils and increased their Classification skills in thejr scignc
topic. Pupils became aware of the importance of ensuring that their information Was correct and that thgdafa
they entereq had to be accurate, Coiiecting woodlice, observing and classifying them according to Specigs Were
tasks enjoyed by the children and they workeq with motivation and observation and classification skills were|
improved o, The project also involveqd Some links with home ang children ang Parents provideq some

thus involving parents in thejr chiidrm’earning.

What I will do differently nex¢ time: Organise any project at least fyo terms before jt i intended to pe
delivered ang allow some time Overto deal with anfiatitties which might arise.
another teacher to agree ahout the Software to pe used, to plan the Project together preferably to take plkcelat the

professional development and Supporting chiidmarning through the use of e-learning ang Communicatj
between schools,




