
Year Group: 5Year Group: 5Year Group: 5Year Group: 5Year Group: 5

Context (Pupils’ prior experience)
As a focus for Black History month eight Lewisham schools worked together to create a virtual classroom
which enabled the children to discuss and share their work based on Malorie Blackman’s book ‘Thief’. The
children were to work in a group with their EMAS teacher alongside the class who were also focussing on
the book as part of their Literacy work.

Task Description
To create paired and group discussion through e-mail and e-conferencing. To share ideas through
discussion and the publishing of work on web pages. To be aware of the intended audience for the differing
styles of writing required in these activities.

Learning Intentions

ICT ACTIVITY 15
Using e-conferencing and the sharing
of web pages to create boys’ multi-
cultural reading and writing groups.

Resources

LGfL ‘digitalbrain’ on-line software

http://lewisham.lgfl.net (EMAS community)

Teaching Approach
The class teacher followed the Literacy lesson plans, the selected pupils worked in smaller groups on the
ICT extension element. This supported their need for additional input and enabled them to take part in
whole class work with greater input than previously. A full description can be found in the on-line lesson
plans on http://ecs.lewisham.gov.uk/intict

Links with other curriculum areas
PHSE – Discussing issues with other pupils, learning appropriate language and behaviour when taking part
in an e-discussion. Understanding the consequences of anti-social behaviour.

Subject Learning Gains (Literacy)
Using e-mail and e-conferencing enabled the pupils to discuss their ideas with a wider group of children
with the support of adults. The pupils were able to ‘publish’ their work on web pages which enabled a wider
group of children to see and discuss their work.

LITERACY ICT
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POS Related to task: ICT POS related to task: 3a, 3b, 4a, 4b, 5b.
En1: 3a, 3b, 3c.   En2: 4c, 4e.   En3: 1d, 1e, 2b.
NLS Objectives:Tl Text 1, 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, 12, 13.

Literacy: Knowledge and Understanding

Read texts accurately showing understanding.
Express opinions about major events and ideas
in stories. Write showing awareness of the
reader.

Read a range of texts fluently and accurately. In
response to fiction they understand main points
and express preferences. The main features of
different forms of writing are used appropriately.

In responding to the text, understanding is
shown of the significant ideas, themes, events
and characters. Writing is lively and thoughtful,
ideas are organised appropriately for the
reader.

ICT: Skills, Knowledge and Understanding

ICT is used to generate, amend and record
work. Ideas are shared in different forms.

ICT is used to generate, develop, organise and
present their work. They share and exchange
ideas with others.

ICT is used to present information in different
forms. Pupils are aware of the intended audi-
ence and the need for quality in their presenta-
tions. Pupils exchange ideas and information in
a variety of ways, including using e-mail.

ICT Level

KS1 KS2 KS3

w/1 2/3 4/5

1/2 3/4 5/6

2/3 4/5 6/7



Pupils’ Evaluation

Pupils’ Work

Teachers’

Evaluation

Teachers’

Assessment
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This pupil is able to share and exchange ideas with an
idea of audience. He is developing an understanding
of the differences between an e-mail and e-discussion
and the differences in the language appropriate to a
wider audience.

This pupil is working at ICT Level 3.

Teachers’ Evaluation of the e-learning Project             What were the aims of the project?To create boys’ multicultural reading and writing groups.
To use e-conferencing as a tool for discussion across schools.
To increase the motivation of these pupils to read, write and discuss Literature
Why did you embark on the project?To raise the achievement of a group of boys who were underachieving in Literacy

To explore the technology of electronic discussion as a motivational tool.
To use talking for learning to feed into work on reading and writingWhen did the project take place?Black History month, Autumn Term 2002Who was involved in the project?Six schools took part with a member of the EMAG team in the lead role.

In each school, six Year 5 children were identified to take part with the support of their

EMAS Teacher. The ICT co-ordinator played an important role in supporting the staff

involved in the project.
How was the project set up?The project was set up as a joint venture by the EMAG and ICT advisory teams at Lewisham

PDC. The content on the web site was written by the EMAG adviser in collaboration with a

member of the Literacy team who wrote the lesson plans for the whole class Literacy work. The

training in the use of e-mail, e-conferencing and the writing of web pages was undertaken by

two members of the ICT advisory team.What were the issues?The main issue was timing of the project coincided with the late installation of broadband in

some schools which allowed them only partial access to the project.
Funding was provided from the EMAG budget and did allow time for sufficient training and for

ICT co-ordinators to access the training to support their EMAS colleagues. It was essential that

teachers met to make arrangements for the children’s responses to each other. The fairly short

time scale of the project meant that it was essential to access the computers as frequently as

possible and to be selective with the amount of tasks that it was possible to cover.
Where do you plan to take the project next?It is intended to run the project again during the autumn term 2003 with an invitation to

schools who would like to take part.
What have you learned through your involvement in the project?
We learnt that it was useful to provide plenty of content so that schools could access as much

as they wanted. We were ambitious in the scope of ICT work including the writing of web

pages but schools did access what they wanted. The liaison between partner schools was vital,

the pupils were very keen to hear from their buddy and were disappointed if this took a long

time.

my friend and my teacher


