ICT ACTIVITY 13 Year Group: Year 5 Fos F

How can ICT resources support GEOGRAPHY ICT

children’s understanding of rivers? | Resources

Riverside Explorer CD (Environment Agency - Tel No.01454624400)
This CD-ROM was sent free to all schools in England in 2001.

digital camera, spreadsheets, Internet access.

Context (Pupils’ prior experience)

Pupils will have worked on rivers as a class topic. They will have some experience of computer based
research, eg, CD-ROMs and the internet. They will have carried out some individual research at home.
Some will have visited their local Library to collect information.

Task Description

Pupils will be taken on a walk along part of the River Ravensbourne, in Beckenham Place Park, to collect
visual information. They will be introduced to the Riverside Explorer CD-ROM using a projector. In small
groups they will collect numerical data about the River Ravensbourne and use it to create graphs and
charts in a spreadsheet programme. Pupils will carry out some general research about how rivers shape
the land and river wildlife habitats. They will carry out a virtual river survey in a contrasting locality and
compare results with the River Ravensbourne.

Learning Intentions

ICT Level

GEOGRAPHY: Knowledge and Understanding ICT: Skills, Knowledge and Understanding KS1 Ks2 Ks3
Describe some river features. Talk about how people Explore river features using a CD-ROM. With support
affect rivers, eg, pollution. Use maps and photographs to  enter numerical data into a spreadsheet and create a w1l 213 45
support understanding of local rivers. graph. Show an awareness of how ICT can be used to

develop an understanding of rivers.
Make observations and ask questions about river Search and select information about rivers using a CD-
features. Begin to understand how people can affectand ~ ROM. Collect numerical data, enter it into a spreadsheet 12 3/4 5/6
change rivers. Use different sources of information to and create a graph. Talk about how ICT can be used to
further ideas about rivers. develop knowledge and understanding of rivers.

Observe and discuss features of rivers, including human  Investigate and interpret information about rivers using
impact on rivers. Use diverse sources of information to a CD-ROM. Discuss the relevance of the informationto 213 4/5  6/7
carry out own research to extend ideas aboult rivers. individual research. Show how ICT can be used to

present and further ideas about rivers.

Geography POS related to task: ICT POS related to task: 1a, 1b, 1c finding things out
1a, 1b, 2b, 2f, 4b, 5a, 6¢, 6e. 2c developing ideas and making things happen
e.g. river basin simulation

Teaching Approach
Whole class introduction to the Riverside explorer CD-ROM. Mixed ability groups/pairs to search for infor-

mation and collect data on local rivers. Small groups/pairs to enter data into a spreadsheet and create
graphs. Whole class discussion about carrying out computer based research.

Links with other curriculum areas

Science: investigative skills, river habitats (plants and animals), the water cycle, pollution and conservation.
Numeracy: handling data and creating graphs

Literacy: writing reports and presenting information

Subject Learning Gains (Geography)
The CD-ROM provided all the information needed for the activity and data was easy to access. Use of the
Internet provided a vehicle for extension activity outside school hours, which widened pupils knowledge of
rivers and prompted them to return to the classroom with many more questions about the topic.
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This pupil
worked
independently,
researching
information
about rivers and
responding
appropriately.

She has
reached
ICT Level 3.
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Teacher Date of Activity (=
Class

—_—
Teacher Confidence and Competence
What was your own leve| of ICT confidence before the activity?

I've useq CD-Roms in 5 range of subject areas,

I Using Riverside Explorer CD

ivers?
What con T learn about rivers?

Do you feg You have gaingq in confidence and why?
HRE 74 Yes, as I've had time to work with the Pupils to see how they respond by Iiaising
. g AR . .
What I want te find aut about ;l‘:jr’f.. fawo e o d lous with our ICT Co-ordmator
1 vk o F”"GM T bt Do you feel able to teach the lesson yourself?
Shps ourd els  fhere Pt Sedw Yes
= A . N N
romber '3!0 ko Te' ot Is there anything yoy Wished to have learnt byt did not?
HEL Ly ant A, SPTING > s More time to explore different features of the CD with the whole Class,
condhr,
ClauJ Pfcit n, vedley, Me What woylq you do differently next time yoy carry out the task with a class?
and __ packe. e Nel\es Differentiate the data collection ang Pprovide more Supportive crip sheets,
What T have found f’"ﬁi’ﬁu: rm:" plal  oteer i jj\& Pupils Confidence and Competence
/ F“‘OEQ Pain ol o 06 lba ¢ er- Did the Pupils learn what You expected?
A ) bng ol L gt
hey S & 3 1 lrfing pat” Yes
Valle - .
h andiy VS & Lisiching - oo (slar e b COTELErOin Were there any unexpecteq leaming Outcomes?
A ean 1> e plece Joes in  (’ke or Ses The pupils were very enthusiastic apg showed a petter understanding of river
hoospim lewe b (o OIS i features,
s v fhe veoer € .
Ao s tghan Did the Pupil complete the task?
B bvibubes v Yes - perhaps more time for extendeq research,
Yiu -
et Was it Suitable task for the pupils age/abilities?
Yes.
{
t to find out next time... X Hardware ang Software Issyes
What T wor Hee fover Crd 2 What hardware or software problems dig You experience?
wW € < W\'S . Setting up the Projector - Screen resolutions,
{,L{ o Would yoy like further training on hoy to use either of these?
Lhrere If that js Ppossible,
Were there any resources issues?
More cp Roms so that larger groups can access the informatiop,
Are there any other Comments?
o Riverside Explorer enabled ys to access detajfeq information about oyr local river.
. Teachers
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